Rattlesnake venom-induced recurrent coagulopathy in first trimester pregnant women - Two Cases.
Delayed or recurrent coagulopathy can occur up to 14 days after North American rattlesnake envenomation in patients that have been treated with Crotalidae Polyvalent Immune Fab (CroFab). There is little data in the literature characterizing the sequelae of North American rattlesnake envenomation in pregnancy and no previously published reports of recurrent coagulopathy in pregnancy. CASE REPORT: We present 2 cases of first trimester pregnant women requiring readmission and retreatment with Crotalidae Polyvalent Immune Fab (CroFab) after developing recurrent/late coagulopathy following North American Rattlesnake Envenomation. Both patients were initially admitted and treated with CroFab following snakebite and discharged home without coagulopathy. One patient developed significant hypofibrinogenemia and subsequent hemorrhage after spontaneous abortion secondary to recurrent venom induced hypofibrinogenemia. DISCUSSION: Pregnant women with recurrent or late coagulopathy may be at higher risk for hemorrhage and spontaneous abortion and require more frequent laboratory monitoring after initial hospitalization and treatment with antivenom. A lower threshold for re-treatment with CroFab may be warranted in patients with fibrinogen less than 100mg/dL even in the setting of a normal platelet count.